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April 8, 1998

98-117
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

KRUSE NAMED CHAIR OF EIU'S DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES
CHARLESTON-- Kipp Kruse has been named chairperson of Eastern Illinois University's
soon-to-be formed Department of Biological Sciences.
He will begin his three-year term on July 1, 1998, the same day on which the
consolidation of Eastern's botany and zoology departments is set to take place. Also included
in the new department will be undergraduate programs in environmental biology -- a program
which the botany and zoology departments have shared since its inception in 1971 -- and
biological sciences with teacher certification, and graduate programs in biological sciences and
biological sciences education.
The new structure will place the undergraduate programs in line with the graduate
programs in botany, zoology and environmental biology which were merged to form the master
of science degree in biological sciences in 1993. In 1996, the bachelor of science degrees in
botany and zoology with teacher certification were consolidated into the bachelor of science
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degree in biological sciences with teacher certification.
"I feel honored to become the first chair of the Department of Biological Sciences and am
very optimistic because of the faculty talent, energy, enthusiasm and interest in making this the
best department of its type in the state/region," Kruse said.
Lida Wall, dean of Eastern's College of Sciences, was pleased to announce Kruse's
selection as the new chair.
"Dr. Kruse brings to the position an excellent set of credentials. He is an enthusiastic and
experienced administrator, has a good record of research and grantsmanship, has extensive
knowledge of the life sciences and EIU, has successfully recruited and retained high quality
faculty, has mentored many graduate and undergraduate students, has supported faculty efforts
to obtain instructional and research equipment, and has a vital interest in assuring that our
students' education is of the highest quality.
"I look forward to continuing a productive relationship with Dr. Kruse and the Department
of Biological Sciences in the years ahead," she said.
Kruse, who was named Eastern's zoology department chair in 1995, has been at Eastern
19 years. He taught previously at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, where he received his
Ph.D. in 1978.
Wall also announced that Kruse has selected Andrew Methven, professor of botany, to
serve as associate chair of the new department.
"I am strongly supportive of Dr. Kruse's choice," Wall said. "Dr. Methven has an excellent
record of teaching and research; has mentored numerous graduate and undergraduate students;
has experience with a wide variety of departmental, college and university committees; and
shares Dr. Kruse's vision for the future of the department."
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